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REGULAR MEETING 

 THURSDAY, JANUARY 3, 2019 

7:00 pm – John Weichsel Municipal Center Assembly Room 

196 North Main Street, Southington, CT 

 

 MINUTES   

 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on 

Thursday, January 3, 2019 at the John Weichsel Municipal Center 

Assembly Room, 196 North Main Street, Southington, CT. Teresa 

Albanese, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:00 with the 

following in attendance: 

 Commissioners:  Christopher Borowy, Michael Bunko, Jeff Crown, 

Shari Guarino & James Sullivan 

 Alternates:  Robert Ives 

 Ex-Officio: David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 

 Absent:     William Camp, Commissioner       

     David Byrne, Alternate 

  The Chair seated Mr. Ives for Mr. Camp for this evening’s 

meeting.  A quorum was determined.   

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by 

everyone in attendance. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes – Regular Meeting of November 1
st
, 2018 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve as submitted.  Mr. Sullivan 

seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

  

5. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items  

 scheduled for action. 

 None this evening. 

 

6. Inland Wetland Applications 

 A. Information – FF #259 – Application of John Roncaioli 

seeking to build a house addition in the floodplain.   Property 

located at 62 Echo Valley Road. 

 The applicant, John Roncaioli, presented his proposal.  He is 

looking to build an attached three car garage addition.  This is a 

raised ranch with two garages underneath the house that aren’t used as 

garages.  It’s too tight.   We use it for storage.   I would like to 
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park my vehicle in a garage.  I’ve got three.  I’d like to know if I 

can build it. 

 The floodplain was pointed out.   The homes were built back in 

the 80’s in the floodplain.  The applicant does not have a flooding 

issue and has never had water to the house in the 12 years he’s been 

there. 

 Behind the house there is a valley that is about 20’ in.  I think 

it’s on the borderline of Town property and my property at the back of 

the house.  It dips.  It’s almost graded towards the street.  It kind 

of floods up a little bit and goes away in a day or so. 

 The brook and the stream were discussed.   The storm drains were 

noted as leading into it on the cul de sac. 

 When the off ramp for 691 was put in, I don’t know if they moved 

the stream but the off ramp is right there.   Discussion. 

 I mow my backyard, in the floodplain.  There is a shed that was 

there when I bought the house and a lean-to shed.   They were there in 

2007 when I bought the house.   Discussion. 

 The addition will be right at the base of the driveway and it 

will kind of wrap around the back of the house.  With the driveway, I 

can go right up to the property line.  The building has to be 20’ off 

the property line.  Discussion. 

 For mitigation there is a proposed swale.   The footprint is 900 

square feet in the wetlands and I had the surveyor draw that on the 

print.  If that is big or deep enough, I have no idea. 

 The Chair noted it is 1’ deep and 13’ wide and stay as a 

maintained swale, ie: grass.  There is 1686 square feet volume wise 

and 58.7 cubic yards and the addition is 58.3.   You’re a little bit 

higher. 

 Mr. Lavallee advised this is still under review by the Assistant 

Town Engineer so he may have a checklist on it.  We should have that 

by the site walk date. 

 No variances are required. 

 Mr. Sullivan made a motion to table FF #259.   Mr. Borowy 

seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 Site walk set for Saturday, January 19
th
, 2019 at 8:30 a.m.  
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7. Communications 

 A. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding 

 items other than those scheduled for action. 

 None this evening. 

 

 

8. Conservation Issues / Unfinished Business / Miscellaneous 

  - Berlin Street Letter:  Mr. Lavallee reported that four 

or five trees were reported as down on Berlin Street near the brook 

next to the house.  I issued a letter and they responded right away 

saying they were not aware that they couldn’t do that.   None of the 

stumps were removed so they chipped them and took the chips off site.  

There is still one that is laying there, but they are aware of it.   

They can clear the book debris by hand.  I’m closing it out.  

 Discussion. 

    

  - Roaring Brook Letter:     Mr. Lavallee advised a 

neighbor complained of ATVs going through the property.   The property 

owners’ kids are older now and more independent.  During one of the 

recent school breaks they went out there and rode them around.  When 

the property owner got the letter from me, he asked them if they were 

out there and they said they were.  He asked them not to do it again. 

 They can ride near the house, but the gully that goes down and 

there is a bridge and they tear up the wetlands.  I had him initially 

spread some leaves around so it won’t erode.  You can see where the 

track is.   There is a concern about causing further erosion. This 

is an ongoing neighbor dispute.      

 Discussion. 

 There are some police matters in terms of quad use.  Explained.   

 The resource protection is all we can handle. 

 Mr. Borowy asked if we should be considering more seriously 

boulders and impediments like that in future approvals at least for 

the wetland properties.   Mr. Lavallee said this is pretty unique as 

it is a riparian zone, so they have a pretty good run of where they 

can get down in there and ride around.  If they get over the bridge 

and away from the wetland, they can still ride on the other side.  So, 

they have to cross through the wetland areas.    

  

 - Flanders Culvert:  Mr. Lavallee said this more of a repair 

on Flanders.  The brook was jumping over the culvert and creating an 
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icy situation and it was partially blocked.  They cleaned that up in a 

day and a half and put a new culvert in with a new pipe. 

 Discussion. 

 - Approval of the Meeting Dates for 2019 

 Mr. Borowy remarked that the July meeting would be the day before 

the 4
th
 of July, which is a Wednesday, but who knows if we would even 

have a meeting that day. 

 It was a consensus of the Commission that the dates were correct:  

The first Thursday of the Month. 

 Discussion of the Annual Report statistics. 

 - Annual Application for Open Space and Land Acquisition 

Grant through the state was explained by Mr. Lavallee.  We typically 

ask for letters from the various agencies.   This would be from the 

Conservation and Inland Wetlands Agency just saying that you as a 

board support the work of the Open Space Committee in their effort to 

enhance and preserve the land and natural resources of the town 

through expansion of our open space holdings.  As such we are 

supportive of the grant application submitted for consideration under 

the 2019 Open Space and Land Acquisition Grant and look forward to 

continued working with the state to preserve and enhance open space in 

Southington. 

 So, if you all agree with that, I would ask the Chair to sign it 

and it would be part of the grant application.  We get one from the 

Water Commissioners, from CCROG, the Open Space Committee and the 

Planning & Zoning Commission. 

 After discussion, the Chair signed the letter on behalf of the 

Commission. 

 This has to be submitted by February 7
th
.   It takes months to 

hear back but they reimburse up to 65% of the cost.   

 - The Chair also noted a grant that is out with the 

Connecticut Association of Wetland Scientist (CAWS).  It is an annual 

grant called the Merhoff Grant.   It’s for $1,000.  It’s basically a 

plant biodiversity grant and it is due February 14
th
.   Everybody can 

take a look at it and see if there are any opportunities with the 

committees or groups in the town.   Mr. Lavallee said he has forwarded 

the information to the Land Trust, Al Fiorillo, President.   

 Maybe we can come up with something.  It’s not a detailed 

application but you have to have a project.  An idea of your costs and 

how you will spend the money.    

 They just issue one each year but if we miss this one, we can 

submit for the next year.  They come out in January each year and are 

due in February. 
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9. Adjournment 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to adjourn.   Mr. Sullivan seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:31 o’clock, p.m.) 

 


